
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH BUILDING: IDEAS FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION: P.C.C. STATEMENT 10.10.12 

1. After a number of months’ reflection the P.C.C. (the church’s governing body) has now approved some broad 
ideas for public discussion in response to the needs and concerns identified by its members and members of the 
wider community. We are sorry that some have felt excluded from the discussions so far but it had not seemed 
appropriate to have a public discussion before there were any ideas on the table which the P.C.C. felt able to 
support. 

2. The broad approach the P.C.C. is seeking to take is to enhance the facilities available to the church community 
without significantly changing the look or feel of the church. We expect to retain the basic ethos of the church, 
preserving most of the original architect, George Gilbert Scott’s vision and not changing the view of the church 
from the South which is the aspect most will see when they walk past. 

3. The needs which these changes are seeking to address are: more space at the back of the church for: general 
welcome and mingling, wheelchairs and pushchairs, storage and display and gathering round the font for 
baptisms; space and flexibility at the front of the church for: wheelchairs and children, more informal styles of 
worship, presentations; ancillary accommodation for: loos including disabled access, Sunday children’s groups, 
after service hospitality, mid-week meetings, educational programmes, improved choir and clergy vestry space, 
much needed storage and a C.S.Lewis display (books, life, prayers etc.). 

4. It should be noted that, although the Coach House is used by the Church for coffee after the Sunday morning 
service, it does not belong to the Church. Its trust deed expects it to be used for the people of the local area and 
not solely by the church and indeed it is now heavily used by local community groups. Most of these bookings 
are long term bookings and cannot be interrupted without major inconvenience. The income from these bookings 
both pays for the maintenance of the Coach House and feeds into a fund to support people in need in the area. 

5. The ideas approved by the P.C.C. for discussion come into four areas: 
a. Back of the church. 
‐ remove the back two rows of pews and resurface the floor with tiles to match existing tiles              
‐ move the font to the centre back of the church opposite the bell ropes 
‐ install storage and display cabinets across the back wall of the church 
‐ leave the wooden doors and iron gates in place but add glass doors adjacent to the wooden doors for 

easier access and draft exclusion when church is open  
b. Nave (main body) of the church. 
‐ Leave the vast majority of the existing pews in place 
‐ Remove only the very front pew and resurface the floor with tiles as at the back 
c. Chancel. 
‐ Leave the lady chapel and main altar as they are 
‐ Create more flexibility in the chancel by making the existing choir stalls more easily retractable or 

replacing them with a more flexible option which would look similar to the existing arrangement. 
d. North side extension 
‐ exact size not yet agreed but running most of the length of the church and about 7 meters out from the 

existing church wall    
‐ to include: toilets including one with disabled access, large meeting room, storage space, kitchenette and 

improved vestry 
‐ such an extension would involve the moving of some existing grave stones. This is of particular concern 

to many but the church has very careful and sensitive procedures for doing this and so we would like to 
explore this possibility with every caution. 

6. Church and community consultation. We now enter a period of consultation with church members, members of 
the wider community and other bodies. There will be three aspects to this consultation: 

a. Anyone is invited to write with questions, concerns or suggestions to the chair of the buildings 
development sub-committee, Canon David Knight at Holy Trinity Parish Office, 46 Quarry Rd, 
Headington Quarry, Oxford OX3 8NU or by e-mail to  david.knight@bethere.co.uk . 

b. There will be a number of meetings with individuals or groups who have particular interest or concerns. 
c. There will be a public meeting on Tuesday 27th November at 7.30pm in the church when the ideas 

will be presented, feedback and concerns already expressed will be summarised and further views can be 
voiced.  


