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Notice of AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of Friends of Quarry will take place at 1930 on Wednesday 8 
November in the Village Hall.  

To vote, you must be a member of Friends of Quarry. Annual fees are £2 per head and can 
be paid on the door.  

A Date for your Diary 

We are organising a Quiz Night at 1930 on Thursday 19 October in the Mason’s Function 
Room. Entry (on the door) is free to members of Friends of Quarry. Non-Members can join 
Friends of Quarry for £2 per head or make a donation of £2 per head.  

The bar will be open, nibbles will be provided and there will be prizes for the winning teams. 
We hope that you will be able to join us. We are looking for teams of 2, 3 or 4 – please book 
your team in via Facebook, email or by phoning 762713. We will also organise teams on the 
night. 

Controlled Parking Zone in the Quarry 

You may have received a leaflet through your door earlier this year concerning a suggestion 
to push for the creation of a Controlled Parking Zone in the Quarry. Although this was only a 
suggestion from the Oxford Labour Party, it did cause some concern amongst residents, 
particularly those who remember the Council proposal that was raised in 2003. 

Friends of Quarry are not aware of any formal plans to implement a CPZ and have been told 
that funds are not currently available to implement one. However, as we are surrounded by 
CPZs and the number of people travelling into Oxford is increasing, we think that it is only a 
matter of time until one is proposed again. 

We believe that, if a CPZ is proposed in the future, we would get a better outcome if we are 
prepared for it. However, preparing would take a considerable amount of time and effort. 

We would therefore like to get your views on: 

- Which of the following is your greatest concern about Traffic in the Quarry?  

� Volume, � Speed, � Parking, � Other………………………………………  

- Would you be in support of a CPZ in the Quarry? 

� Yes, � No, � Maybe if …………………………………………………..……. 

- Would you be willing to be involved in a working group to consult in more detail 
with residents and to develop potential designs for a CPZ? 

� No, � Yes – My phone number is:…………………… and my email address 
is:…………………………  

Please either hand in your responses on paper to 40 Quarry High Street or complete our 
online Survey (details are at www.friendsofquarry.org or on our Facebook Page ‘The 
Friends of Quarry’. 

Scrutton Close 

Earlier this year, several residents have raised concerns to us concerning the behaviour of 
residents of Scrutton Close. We invited representatives of the management team at 
Response, the owners of Scrutton Close, to meet us to discuss the concerns raised. 

Response have been involved with Scrutton Close for a number of years, initially leasing the 
site and more recently buying it. Response work with patients leaving long-term mental care 
and support them towards independent living. As their previous residents, who were older, 
have required more care, they have moved on to other services and have been replaced by 
younger patients who may have more complex needs. 

Response have asked that, if you see behaviour from their residents that you find 
concerning or threatening, you phone the Police at the time. That will help Response to 
address the problems more effectively and quickly. 

Planning 

We are sometimes asked how FOQ decide which applications to comment on and on what 
basis.  We will comment on applications where we feel there is an impact on the 
Conservation Area, especially on its character and appearance, and where neighbours 
express strong concerns. This can include applications outside the Conservation Area. 

Of 17 planning applications in Quarry last year we commented on seven plus the application 
for Stansfeld.  We did not comment on any applications for tree work/removal. 

Applications we commented on were: 

• 16/01373/FUL Holy Trinity Church. We were generally favourable, following 
changes made to the earlier application, which was withdrawn. 

• 16/01674/FUL 10 Beaumont Road We were concerned about the size of the rear 
extension and its impact on neighbours 

• 16/01272 New Access to the Masons Arms off the Stables. Our main concern was the loss of 
walling along the Stables and the change to the character and appearance of this part of 



Quarry. The Planner’s Report has raised several concerns about the Council’s 
commitment to the Conservation Area and we have requested a meeting with the 
Council to discuss. 

• 16/02618/FUL Stansfeld Education Centre We were generally favourable but 
concerned about the impact of traffic and parking on Quarry 

• 16/03233 25 Quarry High Street Lots of internal improvements proposed plus significant 
changes to the external appearance.  This property is part of a 70s development which has 
clear design elements running through all properties. Should we be concerned about 
the loss of these elements in the Conservation Area? Discuss Not sure we need 
this one see below 

• 17/007771/FUL 1A New Cross Road Like many neighbours, we were concerned 
about the loss of off street parking and front garden. These plans have since been 
amended. 

• 17/02206/FUL for the demolition of garages behind Coppock Close. Demolition 
started before this retrospective application, so we contacted Planning 
Enforcement to draw their attention to it 

We also commented on the Oxford Local Plan. 

A recent planning application has raised questions about how the Planning Officers take the 
Conservation Area and comments raised by Friends of Quarry into account when making 
their decisions. We arranged a meeting with the Head of Planning and a Conservation 
Officer to discuss these concerns. 

Environment 

In March, we organised the annual litter picking event in the Quarry as part of the larger 
OxClean event. This year, we noted once again that dog waste bags were a problem on 
Spring Lane. We raised this with our County Councillor and a dog waste bin has now been 
installed. We hope that this will improve the situation. 

We also contacted the Council about a build-up of decayed leaves on footpaths and in 
alleys. This resulted in some clearance action being taken, but it should have been done 
much earlier. We will pursue this again if it recurs. 

You may have noticed that new lamp posts have been installed on a number of streets, 
including New Cross Road and Pitts Road. There currently appear to be no confirmed plans 
to replace the lighting in the Quarry, so we have contacted the County Council for more 
information. We feel that the new lamps provide much better and less polluting lighting.  

In the meantime, if see that a lamp is no longer working, please contact the County Council 
who will arrange for it to be repaired or replaced. 

Security Concerns 

Residents have expressed concerns about a spate of burglaries in the Quarry and nearby 
areas. On occasion, we have also been asked by local Police Officers to make you aware of 
incidents. 

Thames Valley Police operate an alerting service and provide an app that will provide you 
with alerts when incidents occur, as well as delivering useful information to help you avoid 
becoming a victim of crime. You can register for the service and the app at 
thamesvalleyalert.co.uk (or search for Thames Valley Alert). 

In the past, a number of Neighbourhood Watch groups were established (at street level), but 
most of these seem to have become inactive over time. We feel that it may be a good idea 
to invigorate these, but would like to understand your views before we do so. 

 

Questions; 

- Are you a member of your street Neighbourhood Watch? 

� Yes, � No 

- Do you know whether it is still active? 

� Yes, � No 

- Would you be interested in being a member of a Quarry Neighbourhood Watch? 

� Yes, � No 

- Would you be interested in organising a Quarry Neighbourhood Watch? 

� No, � Yes – My phone number is:…………………… and my email address 
is:…………………………  

Please either hand in your responses on paper to 40 Quarry High Street or complete our 
online Survey (details are at www.friendsofquarry.org or on our Facebook Page ‘The 
Friends of Quarry’. 

Social 

Earlier in the year, we organised a successful Cheese and Wine evening. 

Communications 

We will continue to produce Newsletters periodically, but would like to be able to 
communicate with you more regularly than that. There are a number of ways that you can 
engage with us to get our news and other updates: 

- Our website (www.friendsofquarry.org) 
- Our Facebook page (The Friends of Quarry) 
- Subscribing to our email list (email friendsofquarry@gmail.com or via the ‘Contact 

Us’ page of our website) 

If you want to contact us, the best way is to email friendsofquarry@gmail.com or send us a 
note via the ‘Contact Us’ page of our website. 


